
Holly Township 

Planning Commission – Regular Meeting 

Minutes of March 9, 2015 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Call to Order: Chairman Gurski called the March 9, 2015 regular meeting of the Holly 

Township Planning Commission to order at 6:33p.m. At the Holly Township Hall, 102 Civic 

Drive, Holly Michigan. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call 

Members Present:   Also Present   
Ted Gurski, Chairman   Karin Winchester, Clerk   

Lloyd Kernen, Commissioner  John Jackson, McKenna Associates Township Planner 

AC Alrey, Commissioner   

Mark Cornwell, Commissioner 

Tony Engelberg, Commissioner 

Shane Mooney, Commissioner 

Mark McHalpine, Commissioner (6:40pm) 

 

 Commissioner Alrey moved to excuse Commission McHalpine.  Commissioner Engelberg 

supported the motion. A voice vote was taken;  all those present voted yes; the motion 

carried by a 6/0 vote. 
 

Agenda Approval: 
 

 Commissioner Engelberg moved to approve the Agenda as written. Commissioner 

Alrey supported the motion. A voice vote was taken; all those present voted yes; the 

motion carried by a 6/0 vote. 
 

Public Hearing: None 
 

Public Comment: None 

Approval of Minutes. 

January 12, 2015 Minutes: 

 Commissioner Engelberg moved to approve the minutes of January 12, 2015 as 

amended. Commissioner Kernen supported the motion. A voice vote was taken; all 

those present voted yes; the motion carried by a 6/0 vote. 
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February 9, 2015 Minutes: 

 Commissioner Engelberg moved to approve the minutes as written. Commissioner 

Kernen supported the motion. A voice vote was taken; all those present voted yes; the 

motion carried by a 6/0 vote. 
 

Communications: None. 

Old Business:  

1. Master Plan 

John Jackson, McKenna and Associates recapped the plan from last month in perspective to the 

Master Plan.  The existing plan is expired, so the Planning Commission needs to submit that the 

Plan is still relevant. 

John Jackson went over some of the statistics in the Master Plan and continued to expand on the 

document he brought before the commission regarding the Plan goals and objectives, land use 

and the language for policies.  

 Commissioner Engelberg moved to carry the memo forward to the Township Board. 

Commissioner Alrey supported the motion. A voice vote was taken; all those present 

voted yes; the motion carried by a 7/0 vote. 
 

Discussion was held with regard to the review of the Master Plan over the next year.  

 

John further went to explain that the Community Character goals would include, retain the 

unique rural character. The thought was to address the Goal and Tactics and list the Responsible 

Party.  John said that for tonight, he would just like to look at the language of the goal.  

Commissioner Cornwell stated that Green and Pristine is a term that comes to his mind. Over 

time, when other areas get damaged, with Holly maintaining their green areas, Holly is going to 

be very attractive and sought after. 

Commissioner Engelberg questioned if retaining was the correct word or would it be better to 

say, to grow the nature. John commented that Live and Play seem to be the key.  

John spoke about the three legs of sustainability: Social, Environmental and Economic. 

Land Use - (read aloud) Commissioner Engelberg said that he would like to see “Responsible 

Growth”. Addition of language to include designated areas of the Township, as to not imply that 

the entire Township is closed for business. 

John spoke more on the water sewer areas, density, development incentives, overlay districts 

with deed restrictions. The idea of the Master Plan is to ensure that the development takes place 

in the receiving areas and may expand as growth happens. 

John skipped ahead to page 6, Environmental. There is not a goal statement that addresses the 

environmental concerns. He will draft one up for the Commission to look at. The policies give an 

overview of where Holly Township is currently at.  
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John touched on page 9, Residential. This goal hits the nail on the head for the sending zones but 

does not talk about the traditional character that the Township wants to create in the receiving 

zones. 

Commissioner Engelberg spoke about swapping out the wording “imitation” to “promoted” in 

keeping the language positive, as well as using the word protecting vs the word limiting?  

John addressed the segment on Page 11, Economic Development.  

Commissioner Alrey spoke up on Automation Alley, clarifying that they are made up by 

businesses. He also gave the example of Toledo, OH being in the same circle of Detroit.  

Commissioner Cornwell, brought up the Dort Highway extension and the increase that would 

come with the accessibility. Chairman Gurski stated that even if that were to go through, he is 

not sure if that would convey into Holly Township. 

Commissioner Alrey mentioned in house partners. John mentioned that the three committees he 

would like to see happen, would be an Economic Development, Recreation and Open Space and 

Master Plan Committees. Commissioner Alrey stated that his heart is majorly in the Economic 

Development side of this planning.   John mentioned under “tactics” that it would be included as 

one of the tactics. He also recommended a max of an hour and a half for committee meetings. 

Add Review Committee to the Agenda on dates where there is Planning Commission business.  

 

New Business: None 

Public Comment: None 

Reports: 

Commissioner McHalpine apologized for being late. 

Commissioner Alrey mentioned some important dates for Jazz at Zanie Janie’s. Adding to the 

future planning of Holly, he understands history and knowledge are important he is creating an 

event called Real Men Read at the Historical Society. Anyone can come and read and it should 

bring some benefit to The Holly Library as well; he encouraged the commissioners to please help 

him spread the word. Technology business at MSU at the stadium is coming up, he passed that 

information to the commissioners and recommended that they discuss who all is planning to go. 

Commissioner Kernen shared that Christmas in Action is coming up next month, three houses 

are worked on. April 25th, 2015. They have a meeting on April 16th, at the Baptist Church. He 

explained that it’s a great cause and the homeowners are usually there and very receptive and 

appreciative and he extended the invitation for anyone willing to help to please come out. 

Commissioner Engelberg shared that the employees at Subway are pleading to have the 

recycling removed from its current location as it is now attracting rodents and other unsightly 

issues with trash after the snow has started melting. 

Commissioner Cornwell shared that the committee and conversation came up with the recycling. 

There are some possible partnership opportunities available. On the 24th, will be the first 
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Community Forum on Energy and Consumers Energy will be present. They will have a table 

there and should have a sign up available. There may also be others set up there as well. 

Registration will be at 6:30pm and he encouraged everyone to share the information. 

Chairman Gurski stated how difficult it is to get grant money for handicap and trails, He 

mentioned that he will take up his concerns with legislation. 

Adjournment 

Chairman Gurski, hearing no other business, adjourned the meeting at 8:34pm. 

 


